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Honorable Jeff Houser, Chairman 
ATTN:  Mr. Leland Michael Darrow, Tribal Historian 
Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Rt. 2, Box 121 
Apache, Oklahoma 73006 

SUBJECT: Section 106 Compliance and an Environmental Assessment for the 
Texas Mobile Tower Project, OBP El Paso Sector, El Paso, Texas 

Dear Chairman Houser: 

The U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Secure Border Initiative 
(SBInet), is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the construction of 
10 sensor and communication towers and 8 canal crossings.  The objective of 
this SBInet project is to develop a solution to establish and maintain effective 
control of the U.S. border along the approximately 73.6 miles of border in the El 
Paso Sector, encompassing border zones in and around the Ysleta, Fabens, 
and Fort Hancock, Texas OBP Areas of Responsibility (AORs).  This project 
would support the Border Patrol’s mission by strengthening national security 
between ports of entry (POEs) to prevent illegal entry of terrorists, terrorist 
weapons, contraband, and illegal aliens into the United States.

CBP and SBInet wish to continue its consultation process with appropriate, 
federally recognized tribes who historically used this region and/or continue to 
use the area.  In a letter dated September 11, 2007, we notified you of the 
project mentioned above.  In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800, an 
archaeological survey was conducted on the 21 locations (10 primary and 2 
alternate towers and 9 canal crossings 8 primary and 1 alternate).  A copy of the 
survey report is enclosed for your review, comments, and records.  The survey 
resulted in the discovery of no new archaeological sites.  One previously 
recorded archaeological site is located at proposed Tower EPT_YST_059.  This 
site, 41HZ582, is a buried AT&T communication cable installed in 1947-48 as 
part of the 3,000-mile transcontinental telephone cable system.  The linear site 
is more than several miles in length and is buried three to six feet below the 
modern surface.  The exact alignment of the cable at this location is unknown 
due to imprecise archival maps but it appears to be outside of the tower area of 
potential effect (APE).  The proposed tower undertaking will not adversely affect 
the character, integrity, or setting of the site. 
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Six of the 12 tower locations and all nine crossing locations are within the 
boundaries of the El Paso Water Control District #1, an extensive architectural 
and engineering district that was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) in 1997.  In addition, Tower EPT_FBN_055 is situated within 50 
m of the Franklin Canal, an irrigation feature that was listed in 1992.  None of 
the towers or crossings will have any direct adverse effect on either of these 
districts.  The characteristics of both of these districts that make them eligible for 
the NRHP are their extensive nature; the Franklin Canal extends for more than 
30 linear miles and the El Paso Water Control District #1 covers more than 75 
square miles.  Because all of the proposed towers and crossings are isolated 
and small in size relative to the districts, none of the proposed towers or 
crossings has the potential to diminish those characteristics of the districts that 
make them eligible for the NRHP.  Further, the proposed towers and crossings 
will not have any adverse visual effect on either of the two districts because 
neither visual setting nor visual elements are character-defining elements of 
their eligibility. 

Given the findings and recommendations noted above, which are included in the 
enclosed report and in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), we have 
asked for the Texas State Historic Preservation Officer’s (SHPO) concurrence in 
our determination of, “…historic properties present but the undertaking will have 
no effect upon them as defined in § 800.16(i)….”  If we have not heard from the 
SHPO within 30 days of their receipt of this letter and report, we will assume 
their concurrence with our determination. If you have any concerns at this time 
regarding known sacred sites or other traditional cultural properties within the 
proposed project area, please inform us immediately. 

Thank you for participating in this public process.  If you have any questions 
pertaining to this project please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Patience 
Patterson, RPA at (202) 344-1131, or via e-mail to patience.patterson@dhs.gov. 

Sincerely,

Kirk Evans, Program Manager 
SBInet, Program Office 

Enclosure














































































































































































































































































