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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES 
 

2.1 PROPOSED ACTION 
 

The old alignment for the Airport Mesa access road, as discussed in the previously mentioned 

SEA (DHS 2003), totaled approximately 1.23 miles of road construction with a total footprint of 5.1 

acres.  However, the alignment that would replace the old alignment (which was never 

constructed) would require new road construction for approximately 0.67 miles, and is proposed 

along the east slope to the top of Airport Mesa, 2.3 miles east of Jacumba, California. This 

roadwork is planned so that OBP agents can access the top of the mesa to reach two proposed 

night vision scope pads. The finished road surface would be approximately 24-feet wide with a 

2- to 5-foot ditch/safety berm on either side of the proposed road. Cut and fill activities would be 

required for these activities; consequently, the permanent impact area would be approximately 

50-feet wide and would total 4.63 acres. Due to the slope on Airport Mesa, two nuisance 

drainage culverts (i.e., one pipe) at two locations would be required under the road and would 

remain within the proposed road’s footprint. These culverts would be installed to drain the road 

surface and to handle small concentrations of storm water.  The original and revised alignments 

for the Airport Mesa Road are presented in Figure 2-1. 

 

The two proposed night vision scope pads would be at the end of the Airport Mesa Road, and 

would consist of a 20-foot by 20-foot permanent clearing, the minimal area to turn an OBP 

vehicle around, with an additional 20-foot by 20-foot temporary impact zone required during 

construction. Each site would be mechanically and hand cleared of rock, vegetation, and debris 

to make room for a vehicle. The total area permanently impacted by each scope site would be 

400 square feet (ft2).  These scope pads would be located within the 60-foot Roosevelt 

Easement (Figure 2-2) at opposite ends of a 450 foot long road. 

 

2.2 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE 
 

The No Action Alternative for this SEA is the Proposed Action described in the previous SEA 

(DHS 2003).  That alternative would construct an access road along the western slope of Airport 

Mesa on private lands, with impacts to 5.1 acres. 
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2.3 SUMMARY 
 

No additional alternatives were evaluated in this SEA, since no other alternatives would meet 

the purpose and need for the Proposed Action.  Table 2-1 is a summary of the potential effects 

of the Proposed Action and No Action Alternatives on the human and natural environment of the 

project area. 

 

Table 2-1.  Summary of Effects for the Proposed Action and No Action Alternatives 

Impacted Resource Proposed Action Alternative No Action 
Alternative 

Air Quality Area is rural, effects would be temporary and 
negligible 

Same as Proposed 
Action 

Geology and Soils No critical geology or soil resources, effects 
would be temporary and negligible 

Same as Proposed 
Action 

Water Resources No surface waters impacted, no increase in 
water resources demand 

Same as Proposed 
Action 

Native Vegetation Minimal impacts to common species abundant 
in the area (4.63 acres) 

Greater impact to 
vegetation than the 
Proposed Action (5.1 
acres) 

Common Wildlife Species Minimal impacts to common species abundant 
in the area 

Same as Proposed 
Action 

Threatened/Endangered 
Species 

No adverse effects, no threatened or 
endangered species present 

Same as proposed 
Action 

Cultural Resources No cultural resources present, no impacts Same as Proposed 
Action 

Aesthetics Effects would be negligible due to remote site 
locations 

Same as Proposed 
Action 

Human Health and Safety No impacts to human health and safety, area 
is rural 

Same as Proposed 
Action 

Land Use No change in land use, no adverse effects Same as Proposed 
Action 

Cumulative Effects Minor cumulative effects due to construction 
of all OBP projects 

Same as Proposed 
Action  




